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4. Natural family, Spiritual Family 
 

Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 
standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then he said to the 
disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. 
(John 19:25–27)  

We are born into the family of mankind, the descendants of Adam; we have been brought 
into the family of Christ. How do the two families relate? 

Can you ‘join’ a natural (i.e. genetic) family if you’re not born into it? In what ways? 

1. How to join the family of the church 
Matthew 5:9 How Christians begin their prayers 

But God is not our  Father. He is Jesus’ Father.  

Romans 8:14-17 How do we join the family? 

Ephesians 5:25 How do we join the family? 

John 20:17  Whose Father? Whose God? 

Adoption and marriage… 

2. A greater family 
Matthew 10:34-39 How does Jesus change the value we place on our family? 

Mark 3:31-35  What does Jesus here say about which family is most important? 

Yet this isn’t everything… 

3. The redemption of family 
Colossians 3:18-21 What effect does becoming Christians have on families? 

Exodus 20:12; 1 Timothy 5:8  What duties do we have for our families? Does Jesus 
change them? 

Conversion in the Bible is normally family  conversion.  

The church is the human race – family – redeemed.  

The assumption of our age is that family – especially marriage, its cornerstone - is 
the problem and needs to be dismantled. That’s like saying that the problem with a 
diseased tree is the wood, and to make it healthy we should remove all the wood.  

4. Family: natural and redeemed 
Yet we all have family partly inside, and partly outside, the church.  
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a) The Church and your parents 

Ephesians 6:1-3 

If your parents are Christians 

If your parents are not Christians 

 1 Peter 3:1-2 (About wives with unbelieving husbands… but the same  
  principle applies) 

When should we obey our parents? When should we not obey our parents? Is it possible to 
‘honour’ them without obeying them? 

 

b) The Church and your children 
Ephesians 6:4  ‘in the discipline and instruction of the Lord’ 

 Should you pray with your children? Should you teach them to obey God’s law?  

 Why? 

Children do of course sometimes turn away – we must teach them the huge 
importance of trusting Christ.  

 

c) The Church and the family we don’t have.  
‘Missing’ family is one of the most painful parts of life, which we will all face at some time. 
Absent parents; bereavements; childlessness; family rifts. 

1 Timothy 5:1-2 

Fathers and Mothers in Christ 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ 

Sons and Daughters in Christ 

‘Father of the fatherless and protector of widows’ Psalm 68:5-6 

 

Asha became a Christian at university; her parents are not Christians. She would love to 
serve God at a summer children’s camp, but they say she should get a job to earn some 
money for after finishing university. What would you advise? 

Brian’s parents were both Christians, but since they separated his mum has given up on 
Christ. He lives with his mum in the holidays, and she really objects to him going to church 
with his Dad. What should he do? 

Christine’s parents are keen Christians. She would really like to get married, but they think 
she’s too young, and maybe (it’s hard to tell) don’t like their potential son-in-law that much. 
What would you say to her? 

Daniel’s sister can’t believe he’s become a Christian, and won’t talk to him for a week if he 
brings the subject up. How can he be godly in how he relates to her?  


